Introduction
Literature is an unfortunately vague word that is usually taken to define writing-poems, stories, novels, plays and essays-that has some degree of cultural significance. In this sense Freemasonry is largely absent from literature, but in the sense of writing of various kinds on a given subject there is a rich and extensive body of masonic literature, some of which has been drawn from 'literary' sources or has, on occasion and to varying degrees, been drawn upon by poets, novelists and others in their work. It is thus possible to distinguish between Freemasonry in literature, and the literature of Freemasonry. This essay will survey the history and development of the latter, placing significant examples of the former into their appropriate places, and consider the nature of the relationship between 'cultural' literature and masonic writing over the past three hundred years.
The First Century: Britain
With the exception of a very small number of casual references to Freemasons and their Craft1 there is no printed literature of Freemasonry, and little enough in manuscript form,2 before its birth, or perhaps its transformation, in 1717 when a Grand Lodge of Freemasons was established in London.3 This momentous event passed almost unnoticed by the literary world, and while there are some twenty references to masonic activities in weekly newspapers over the next six years, and two incidental references in printed books to the initiation of Elias Ashmole, only four books with a significant masonic content appeared before the publication in 1723 of the first official masonic work: James Anderson's The Constitutions of the Free-masons.
Of these four works, two make use of unrelated texts as pegs on which to hang masonic comment and two are dedicated to Freemasonry, albeit from very different perspectives. One of these is a pedestrian pamphlet of 1722 that The remaining title in this small group is the most interesting, in that it contains the longest, sustained essay on Freemasonry published up to that time: Long Livers, by Eugenius Philalethes Jr. (1722). The text is a translation from the French of Harouet de Longeville, and the long introduction is the only part written by 'Eugenius Philalethes' (generally thought to be a pseudonym of Robert Samber), outlining the merits and (mythical) history of Freemasonry, It thus acted as an effective curtain-raiser for Anderson's Constitutions of 1723 (Anderson 1723), the first 'official' masonic publication and the first work written specifically by Freemasons for Freemasons. It is indeed a work of immense importance in the history of Freemasonry, although when it appeared
